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The Aims of This Evening

• To look at how we report at Key Stage 3 and 
how this links to GCSE grading.

• To give parents an insight in to the GCSE 
examination grading system.

• To share with parents how to access and 
understand Progress Reports.

• To share with parents some of the support 
available for pupils.



GCSE Grades 9-1



How have GCSE’s changed in the past 5 years?

• All GCSE’s are examined using the new GCSE 
assessments and grading system. Pupils are graded 
9-1, where 9 represents the highest grade and 1 the 
lowest.

• The government have given advice on key grades 
that are comparable between the 9-1 and A* to C 
grading.



New GCSE grades 9-1

The diagram shows the key anchor points between GCSE grade 
9-1 and A*-G.



How do we report at Key Stage 3?

• For continuity throughout the school we are using the 
GCSE grading system 9-1 for reporting in years 7 - 11.

• Fine grades will be reported (e.g. 5-, 5, 5+) to give 
parents an idea of how secure their child is at that 
grade.

• Grades W-, W and W+ have been introduced for 
pupils who are ‘working towards’ the GCSE grades.

• Although it is accepted that a grade 4 at KS3 may not 
be directly comparable to a GCSE grade 4, as pupils in 
KS3 may not have the subject knowledge necessary, it 
gives a good indication of where a pupil is now.



How can parents understand what this means?



Accessing and Understanding 
Progress Reports



www.go4schools.com
• Go4schools is an online tracking and assessment 

system created specifically for schools.

• Parents are able to track their son/daughter’s 
progress in department assessments as well as to 
access termly reports.

• Parents can track other pieces of key information 
such as attendance.



Accessing Reports

• The school no longer sends home paper copies 
of reports.

• Reports can be accessed at 
www.go4schools.com . Instructions on how to 
do this will be sent to all parents.

• Paper copies can still be requested in advance 
of the reports going out.

• The first year 7 report will go live on Thursday 
17th November 2022.

http://www.go4schools.com/


A password will be sent to your e-mail address.  Once 

you have received it you can go back to the Sign in 
with GO log in page as above, enter your e-mail 

address and password and click on Sign in with Go.





Key Stage 3 Report Guide

Attainment Attitude

GCSE Grading system
(fine levels: - and +) 

For example: W-, W, W+, 1-,… 6, 6+, 7-

Attitude Grades
Excellent 

Good
Requires improvement

Poor 



What is my 

Minimum Grade?

The FA will expect England to reach

the quarter finals of the world cup

In 2022 as a minimum.

However, they will not be upset

If England win.

Achievable

Challenging

Does not set a ceiling



Minimum Grade

• This is the grade that your child is aiming to 
meet or exceed by the end of the year.

• The Minimum Grade gives an indication of 
how your child should progress compared 
with similar pupils in high performing schools 
like Sawston Village College.

• The Minimum Grade is personalised based 
on your child’s starting point.



How have we calculated the Minimum Grade for your child?

• Fischer Family Trust (FFT) are a charitable organisations 
that provides schools with national progress data.

• FFT produce a measure called FFT20 that looks at how 
your child should progress if they were attending one of 
the top 20% of schools nationally. We use this data as a 
starting point for Minimum Grades.

• FFT use SAT results as a starting point.

• We will be reviewing Minimum Grades in more detail 
this year.



Estimated Grade
• This is the grade that the teacher believes your 

child will have achieved by the end of the year.
• This is based on all evidence that the teacher has 

including milestone assessments.
• This can be compared to the Minimum Grade to 

see how your child is progressing given their 
starting point.

• This is the grade that can be used with the 
progression grid to give an idea of where your 
child will be at the end of year 11.



How can parents understand what this means?



Subjects Where the Minimum Grade is 
Calculated Differently.  

Art, Music and PE

No Minimum Grade is set in Year 7. Minimum grades 
in Year 8 and Year 9 are based on pupils’ attainment 
in that subject in the previous year adjusted for 
expected progress during the year.

Languages

As most pupils have not studied a language prior to 
joining SVC, Minimum Grades are set at a lower grade 
than other subjects to begin with and progress more 
rapidly than the progression grid suggests.



Key Stage 3 Interim Report Guide
Attitudinal gradesMinimum Grade

The grade that you could

expect your child to 

achieve by the end of

the year based on their 

starting point, if they were

In the top 20% of schools.

Estimated Grade
The grade that the teacher

believes your child will be

working at by the end of

The year.

Colour Coding
Blue – Ahead of MG

Green – On track for MG

Yellow – Below MG

Red – Significantly

Below MG

Estimated Grades
For the very first report in

Year 7, pupils will only

receive Estimated Grades

for Core subjects.



Attitude to work

E Always works to the best of his/her ability. Always very positive, 
keen, participates fully in all activities, always interested, co-
operates well with others, volunteers. Shows initiative and 
independence.

G Positive, participates well, interested. Usually produces work to 
the best of his/her ability.

R Usually positive but sometimes has to be prompted and reminded. 
Sometimes does not work to the best of his/her ability.

P Not very positive, regularly needs prompting to get on with work, 
does not work to the best of his/her ability.

Attitude Grades
E = Excellent, G = Good, R= Requires Improvement and P = Poor



Key Stage 3 Report Guide

Colour coding

The Estimated Grade is benchmarked 
against the Minimum Grade. This gives an 

indication of how your child’s progress 
compares with the average for similar 
pupils in high performing schools like 

Sawston Village College.

Attendance Information

This outlines the recorded attendance of your 
child so far this academic year. There are valid 
reasons why pupils will miss school from time 

to time but it should be noted that: 

95% = 1 day absent per month / 50 hours 
learning per year;

90% = 1 day absent per fortnight / 100 hours 
learning per year;

80% = 1 day absent per week / 200 hours 
learning per year; 



Assessment, Reporting and Recording

3 x Progress Reports 

Attitude Grades

Attitude to work

Behaviour

Homework

Organisation

Excellent

Good

Requires 
Improvement

Poor

+
Estimated 
Grade and 
Minimum 

Grade

Parents’ 
Evening   

23rd March 

Opportunity 
to talk to 
Subject 

Teachers for 
your Child.

+

1 x Meet the Mentor 

The first report 
in year 7 only 

includes 
estimated and 

minimum 

grades for core

subjects.



Using Go4schools for Current Progress

The Current Grade for 
a pupil is calculated 
using the marks that 

they achieve in actual 
assessments.



The Compass Criteria for 
Milestone Assessments

• Common Assessment across the department

• Objective led scheme of work

• Method of Assessment

• Pupil response to formative feedback

• Assessment criteria

• Success criteria

• Support exemplar materials



Types of Assessment

• Milestone assessments
• Low stakes tests and quizzes
• Throwback tasks
• Ongoing formative assessment in 

class including:
– Effective and inclusive questioning (no 

hands)
– Daily Review
– Regular checks for understanding



Support: Programmes of Study

www.sawstonvc.org/curriculum/subjects



Support: Google Pupil Drive
The Pupil Drive is a cloud based 
storage system allowing pupils to 
access departmental resources 
from in school or at home. There 
are many revision and learning 
resources on the Pupil Drive. 
Your subject teacher will guide 
you on how best to use these 
resources.

To access the Pupil Drive, simply log in to your school Google account and then 
type one of the following in to the address bar at the top of the page:

pupildrive.sawstonvc.org or pd.sawstonvc.org
Your username for Google is your school e-mail address. If you have forgotten 
your password, please go to IT Support who can set you a new one.

http://www.pupildrive.sawstonvc.org/
http://www.pd.sawstonvc.org/


Support: Satchel:one

• Satchel:one is an online resource for pupils, parents 
and teachers to track homework.

• All homework set by teachers at the College should 
appear on Satchel:one. Pupils can still note down 
homework in their planner if they wish.

• Satchel:one also provides greater clarity for parents.

www.satchelone.com



Support: Satchel:one



Support: Satchel:one



Support: Revision Websites
There are many free 
online resources 
available to support 
pupil progress. Seneca 
learning has resources 
and questions for most 
subjects and is used 
regularly by our Science 
department. BBC 
Bitesize is also free and 
covers the KS3 
curriculum in the vast 
majority of subjects.



Support: Mathswatch

The College also subscribes to mathswatch and all pupils have a login. 
This gives complete coverage of the Key Stage 3 and 4 curriculum 
including revision clips and interactive questions.



Website Support 
for Interpreting 

Reports

www.sawstonvc.org

Under ‘Parents’ and 
‘Assessment 
Recording and 
Reporting’,  you can 
find an overview of 
how the reporting 
system works and 
how to interpret 
pupils’ progress 
reports.

This presentation will be placed on this 

page on Thursday 17th November

http://www.sawstonvc.org/

