
Year 11 – GCSE (Full Course) RELIGIOUS STUDIES Programme of Study

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1: Crime and 

Punishment (Islam)

Looking at Islamic 

and non religious 

views

Key content covered: 

• The nature of Justice

• The nature of crime

• Good, evil and 

suffering

• Muslim teachings and 

attitudes to 

punishments

• The nature and 

importance of 

forgiveness

• Treatment of criminals

• The death penalty

• Revision

Milestone Assessment: 

The assessment is in the 

style of the exam, with 4 

questions to answer, one 

of which is a detailed 

evaluation question.

Unit 2: Living the 

Muslim life

Looking at Islamic 

and non religious 

views

Key content covered: 

• 10 Obligatory acts of 

Shi’a Islam

• Five Pillars of Islam 

(each taking one 

lesson).

• Jihad

• Islamic festivals

Milestone Assessment: 

The assessment is in the 

style of the exam, with 4 

questions to answer, one 

of which is a detailed 

evaluation question.

Unit 3: Peace and 

Conflict (Islam)

Looking at Islamic 

and non religious 

views

Key content covered: 

• Peace and Peace-

making

• Issues surrounding 

conflict

• Pacifism

• Just war theory

• Holy War

• Weapons of Mass 

destruction

Milestone Assessment: 

The assessment is in the 

style of the exam, with 4 

questions to answer, one 

of which is a detailed 

evaluation question.

Revision and exam 

technique

Key content covered: 

• Paper 1- Christian 

beliefs, Marriage and 

the Family, Living the 

Christian life and 

Matters of life and 

death.

• Paper 2- Islamic 

beliefs, Crime and 

Punishment, Living 

the Muslim life and 

Peace and Conflict

• Exam technique and 

support given in class.

• Practice past papers.

As Spring 2


