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CONTEXT: 
Germany’s foreign policy under Hitler involved two aims: 

1. reclaiming land taken by the Treaty of Versailles 
2. expanding Germany’s living space (lebensraum) to create an Empire. 

This cartoon was drawn when he had achieved much of his first aim, and had 
begun to achieve some of his second aim. 
 

OBJECTIVES: 

• Analyse an historical cartoon 

• Explain the message of the cartoon 

• Use appropriate details from the cartoon to support your explanation 
 

ASSESSMENT: 
You will get marks for: 

• Saying what the message of the cartoon is 

• Explaining the message 

• Using details from the cartoon to show this 

• Using your own background knowledge to explain 
 

TASK: 
What is the message of the cartoon? 
Use details of the cartoon and your own knowledge to explain your 
answer. 
6 marks 
 
What to do: 
1.  Look carefully at the details of the cartoon. 

• What is Ex French-British Family on the bed head? 

• Who are the children in the bed? 

• The words on the sack, Deutschland über alles means ‘Germany 
above all others’. 

• The caption of the cartoon is “Europe can look forward to a Christmas 
of peace”, says Hitler. 

• What has been happening in Europe when this cartoon was drawn in 
October 1938? 

2.  You might need to look up some words or check your background 
knowledge in your notes or using the textbook. 
3.  Now try to answer the question.  Try to use at least four details from the 
cartoon in your answer.  Also try to explain what some of the references mean 
(after all the cartoon assumes you know what is going on in October 1938). 
 

 


